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Special Rapporteur’s call for accountability for Rohingya atrocities must be backed
with action
The Burmese Rohingya Organisation UK (BROUK) welcomes the calls for an
international accountability mechanism made today by Yanghee Lee, Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar.
In an oral update to the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva today, Yanghee Lee
urged the creation of a body under the auspices of the United Nations to investigate
human rights violations against the Rohingya. Ms. Lee said the body was needed to
end “the cycles of violence faced by the people of Myanmar”.
“The Special Rapporteur is absolutely correct that only justice can ensure that
Myanmar does not feel emboldened to continue its genocidal policies against the
Rohingya. The international community must act of Yanghee Lee’s important speech
today and as soon as possible ensure that an international accountability mechanism
is established,” said Tun Khin, President of the Burmese Rohingya Organisation UK.
“We also welcome the Special Rapporteur’s mention of the need for the
International Criminal Court to play a prominent role in ensuring justice for crimes
against the Rohingya. It is unconscionable that members of the Un Security Council
are spending their time playing politics instead of doing the right thing, which is
referring the situation in Myanmar to The Hague.”
BROUK further urges the Myanmar authorities to cooperate with the international
community in order to ensure justice. The Myanmar government has a deplorable
track record of blocking international efforts to scrutinise its rights record, including
by refusing access to the Special Rapporteur and the UN Fact-Finding Mission, which
was established by the Human Rights Council in 2017.
“Myanmar keeps insisting it has nothing to hide, but still refuses to allow
independent and credible international monitors inside its borders. If the Myanmar
government is as serious about tackling human rights abuses as it claims to be, it
needs to immediately extend full cooperation to the international community,” said
Tun Khin.
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